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Additional COVID-19 Indicators for Chicago

Indicator

Thresholds Chicago 

Current 

Values 
Low

Concern

Medium 

Concern

High

Concern

Percent of Emergency 

Department encounters with 

COVID-19 diagnosis (7 day average)

<3.0% 3.0-5.9% Ǵ7/1&1.2%

Average risk score among sample 

wastewater sites (determined by viral 

concentration and trend)

<2 2-3 >3 1.6

Local SARS-CoV-2 variant risk 

assessment (determined by variant 

classification/rate of replacement)

Risk 

assessed 

as low

Risk 

assessed 

as medium

Risk 

assessed as 

high

Low
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;ºęnB·ϗnƪϗƟķǣǯϗȔŢŢƜκǣϗ;B;ϗǷǘśķǯŢΆϗ23% of U.S. Counties reported 
High or Medium COVID Community Level. 
3% of counties in High and 20%in Medium. ALL of Illinois now 
Low or Medium.

4https://covid.cdc.gov/covid -data-tracker/#county -
view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=

*CDC updates 
this map on 
Thursday 
evenings. 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=
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Variant Surveillance, Midwest Region
Continued evolution of more infectious Omicron subvariants; increased BA4/5
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Good News: 

Juǃt!TUJMM!BMM!PNJDSPO!
(and nearly all BA4/5)
However, watching a few 
subvariants closely.

BF.7 (5.0%)

BA.2.75 (2.2%)

BA.4 (0.8%)

BA.4.6 (10.7%)

BA.5 (81.3%)
Collection date, week endinghttps://covid.cdc.gov/covid -data-

tracker/#circulatingVariants
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Chicago.gov/boost

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/boosters.html


Since the Omicron variant became dominant in Chicago:
Infectionrates have been1.8X (80%) higher in those unvaccinatedcompared to boosted

*Rates are adjusted for age

Sources: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 3/28/2021 -9/17/2022, pulled 10 /4 /2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I -CARE) registry.

8



Since the Omicron variant became dominant in Chicago:
Hospitalizationrates have been 2.7X higher in those unvaccinatedcompared to boosted

*Rates are adjusted for age

Sources: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 3/28/2021 -9/10/2022, pulled 10 /4 /2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I -CARE) registry.
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Sources: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 3/28/2021 -9/3/2022, pulled 10 /4 /2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I -CARE) registry.

*Rates are adjusted for age

Since the Omicron variant became dominant in Chicago:
Mortalityrates have been 5.8X higher in those unvaccinatedcompared to boosted
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COVID-19 Bivalent Booster Update

All data are preliminary and subject to change. 

10/6/2022
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Over 144,000 doses of the updated boosters have been 
administered to Chicagoans since approval

12
Data reported to I-CARE as of 10/5/2022.



Uptake of the updated vaccine has been uneven across 
demographic groups; highest uptake among seniors

No. of Chicagoans 
eligible for updated 

vaccine (est.)*

No. of eligible who 
received updated 

vaccine

Percent eligible who 
have received updated 

vaccine
Race/Ethnicity

Latinx 475,121 18,506 3.9%
Black, non-Latinx 405,451 21,879 5.4%
White, non-Latinx 608,854 86,791 14.3%
Asian, non-Latinx 134,315 11,681 8.7%

Age Group
12-17 yrs 123,584 3,850 3.1%
18-29 yrs 354,151 14,368 4.1%
30-39 yrs 352,738 28,826 8.2%
40-49 yrs 274,535 21,891 8.0%
50-59 yrs 250,579 19,306 7.7%
60-69 yrs 210,415 25,182 12.0%
70-79 yrs 122,901 21,226 17.3%
80+ yrs 63,788 9,435 14.8%

13
Data reported to I-CARE through 10/5/2022. Number eligible includes Chicagoans aged 12 years or older who completed 
a primary series or received a monovalent booster dose at least 2 months prior to October 1, 2022. 
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Plenty of opportunities available
ÅCity Hall Clinics 
Å10/13, 11/8, and 12/6

ÅCity Colleges of Chicago ƿWeekend Clinics
Å10/15: Harry S. Truman College

Å10/16: Malcolm X College 

Å10/22: Richard J. Daley College and Wilbur Wright College 

Å10/29: Kennedy King College 

ÅAdditional sites partnering with aldermanic and community organizations across the 
city, including DFSS locations serving seniors and other congregate settings

ÅChicago.gov/VaxCalendar for the most up to date details and additional events
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LIKELY COMING SOON:PEDIATRIC Bivalent Boosters (5-11 years old): 
Anticipate kid-sized doses of the updated vaccine!

19

Á If authorized by FDA, CDC anticipates a recommendation for bivalent COVID-19 vaccine as 
a booster for pediatric age groups in mid-October

ÁBivalent products expected to be under consideration:
o Bivalent Pfizer vaccine for children aged 5-11 years

o Separate label; smaller dose than for adults
o Reminder: Bivalent Pfizer already authorized for ages 12+

o Bivalent Moderna vaccine for children aged 6-17 years 
o Same label as for adults; smaller dose than for adults
o Reminder: Bivalent Moderna already authorized for ages 18+

Á Would likely replace monovalent boosters, just like what happened for adults
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